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Remarks on the Two Preceding Papers. 
BY M K . THOMAS MATHEWSON, SENK. 
The following additional remarks on the subjects 
treated in the two papers read before the Society on 16th 
April, are from a letter addressed to the Hon. Secretary 
by Mr. Thomas Mathewson, senr. 
There are one or two items I would like to comment 
upon in Mr. Schindler's paper. He spoke of Mr. Edward 
Lord, of Toowoomba; it should have been Drayton. "The 
iSwamp," which was afterwards called Toowoomba, did 
not receive its new name till New Year's Day, 1858. 
Sports were held on that day, which I remember very 
well. These were got up by the late W. H. Groom, Thomas 
Allan, now of Greenmount (who is still living), and my 
eldest brother, John Mathewson. These three, after find-
ing out the aboriginal name of the place, decided to adopt 
it. My brother got a flag made with two yards of Turkey 
red and had the letters cut out in white calico, and a lady 
friend sewed them on. This flag was hoisted on a sapling 
in Ruthven Street, about two hundred yards from Mar-
garet street. This flag pole was the finishing post for 
horse as well as foot races. The new name was favourably 
accepted by all the residents and has clung to the place 
ever since. I know that Mr. Alford, one time Mayor of 
Toowoomba, claims that his mother gave Toowoomba its 
name, she having used it in connexion with the registra-
tion of his birth in '51 or '52. I t is quite possible that 
Mr. Thomas Alford, senr., may have called his place, 
which was situated between Drayton and Toowomba, by 
the latter name, but if you refer to the Government Land 
Sales, one of which I remember in 1857, the sale being held 
in the Court House, Drayton, you will see that all these 
lands were described as situated at "The Swamp." From 
April, 1857, to about February, 1858, I was in the employ-
ment of Mr. Edward Lord (Mrs. George Raff of this 
city is a daughter of the late Mr. Lord), and I distinctly 
recollect a discussion between Mr. Lord and the late 
Honourable James Taylor (who by the way was an Uncle 
of the present Mr. Alford). The latter was strongly in 
favour of calling it Worcester, and this fact will show that 
the present site of the town had no recognised name 
beyond "The Swamp" prior to the date I mention. 
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Then, too, in Mr. Cumbrae Stewart's paper, Mr. Love-
day is set down as Postmaster of Drayton in 1858. I 
remember Mr. Loveday, he was Clerk of Petty Sessions at 
Drayton, but all the time I was with Mr. Lord, the post 
office was at the store. A Mr. John Glissan, who had 
charge of the store, did most of the post office work, but 
I often helped to tie up the numerous leather mail bags. 
(Every station along each mailman's route had its private 
bag). These were first tied and labelled, and then Mr. 
John Glissan would seal each of them. About the year 
1855, Mr. Lord visited Germany—although an English-
man, he could speak the German language fluently. There 
he made large purchases of goods, and I was greatly 
interested in many of the novelties which were not found 
in other stores. All the cases were branded "Lord 
Drayton," and I was informed that he received additional 
homage through being regarded as a British peer. While 
I was with Mr. Lord in 1857, I do not think there was 
one bank west of Ipswich, so we had to have recourse 
to "I .O.U. 's" or, as they were termed "Calabashes." 
Mr. Lord, while in Germany, had many thousands of 
these printed, some 2s. 6d., 5s., 10s., to £1. Others were 
left blank and could be filled in to suit the amount of 
change needed. All these were printed in the German 
language. There was a German couple employed 'about 
the house and store, who could hardly speak any 
English, and during the 10 or 11 months, I was there 
made no progress in it, owing to Mr. Lord giving all 
orders in German. However, I often had to act as parrot 
to convey the German message. Owing to Mr. Lord's 
store being the post office, I became acquainted with the 
name of every squatter within a radius of 50 miles. I 
remember distinctly the news coming by mail of the 
wreck of the "Dunbar , " at Sydney Heads in 1857, the 
only survivor of which died in New South Wales within 
the past fortnight, and a Mr. Ramsay, a squatter (who 
I understand had a brother on board), coming to the 
post office to glean further news of the wreck. 
The Postmaster at the Swamp in 1857 was a Mr. 
Adams, who had come from Capetown. He was a watch-
maker by trade, but as there were so few letters in those 
days owing to the sparse settlement of the district, he 
was able to do the P.O. work with ease. About May, 1858, 
he resigned the position, and on his way through Ipswich 
(where I had come about two months before), he called 
to see me on his way back to the Cape. Mr. W. H. 
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Groom continued to icorrespond with 'him, and I learnt 
he engaged and went with Dr. Livingstone on his 
travels in Central Africa, to attend to watches and other 
delicate instruments. The last I learnt of this Mr. Adams 
was from Mr. Groom about 23 years ago. Adams had 
gone into ostrich farming, and he desired Mr. Groom to 
let him know upon what terms a tract of land could be 
taken up in Queensland for a similar business. 
Reverting to Mr. Schindler's paper, he spoke of 
Mr. Fred Bracker of Waroo station, on the Macintyre 
Brook (whose son, Mr. Harry Bracker, is living in a 
Brisbane suburb). Very few knew that this German was 
the first to produce flour from his own grown wheat in 
Queensland, supplying in most years the entire needs of 
his station. 
Mr. Cumbrae Stewart spoke of Captain Vigors, as 
engineer of roads at Ipswich. I remember him very well, 
as 'he engaged my father as overseer for the laying out 
of the streets of Ipswich in May, 1854. This position my 
father held till he fell sick and died in December of the 
same year, and the captain was recalled to join his 
regiment and proceed to the Crimea before the end of 
that same year. 
One other point; I think Mr. Cumbrae StewaH has 
Mr. Richard Gill as the first Postmaster at Ipswich. I 
know he was Postmaster in May, 1854, but in January, 
1853, the office was at Cribb's (Mr. Foote did not join the 
firm as partner till 1855). Mr. Robert Cribb, a son of 
Mr. Robt. Cribb, of Dunmore, River Road, attended to 
the Post Office. 
